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the benefit of a doubt, though he probably suspected him to
be a rogue, and forbade his chaplains most strictly to yield
bo idle curiosity.
He was naturally extremely humorous, and humour  in
such men will show itself sometimes in playing with things,   5
in the sacredness of which  they may believe fully notwith-
standing.    It has been said, indeed, that no one has any real
faith if he cannot afford to play with it.
Among the relics at Fecamp, in Normandy, was a so-called
bone of Mary Magdalene.   This precious jewel was kept with 10
jealous care.    It was deposited in a case, and within the case
was double wrapped in silk.    Bishop Hugo was taken to look
at it in the presencs of a crowd of monks, abbots, and other
dignitaries; mass had been said first as a preparation; the
thing was then taken out of its box and exhibited, so far as it 15
could be  seen through its envelope.    The bishop asked to
look at the bone itself; and no one venturing to touch it, he
borrowed a knife and calmly slit the covering.    He took it up,
whatever it may have been, gazed at it, raised it to his lips as
if to kiss it, and then suddenly with a strong grip of his teeth 20
bit a morsel out of its side.   A shriek of sacrilege rang through
the church.    Looking round quietiy the bishop said, "Just
now we were handling in our unworthy fingers the body of
the Holy One of all   We passed Him between our teeth and
down into our stomach; why may we not do the like with the 25
members of his saints ? "
We have left to the last the most carious of all the stories
connected with this singular man. We have seen him with
King Henry; we will now follow him into the presence of
Goeur de Lion.                                                                     30
Bichard, it will be remembered, on his return from his cap-
tivity plunged into war with Philip of France, carrying out
a quarrel which had commenced in the Holy Land. The
king, in distress for money, had played tricks with Church
patronage which Hugo had firmly resisted. Afterwards an 35